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To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Morpeth. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  Herewith  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1949. 

Unfortunately,  all  the  figures  of  vital  statistics  are  rather  less  satisfactory  than  in  1948. 

There  was  a  decline  in  the  birth  rate  and  an  increase  in  the  death  rate,  the  still-birth  rate  and  the 
infantile  mortality  rate. 

Too  much  should  not  be  made  of  this,  however,  as  the  total  numbers  involved  are  comparatively 
small  and  a  slight  variation  in  the  number  of  births,  deaths,  etc.,  causes  marked  variations  in  the  corresponding 
rates. 


1  his  is  particularly  true  in  the  case  of  infant  deaths. 

Only  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  occurred,  compared  with  five  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  number 
of  new  cases  notified  increased  from  six  to  nine. 

The  incidence  of  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases  presents  a  more  satisfactory  picture.  All  forms  of 
infectious  disease  declined  in  numbers  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  not  a  single  child  or  any  member  of 
the  general  public  contracted  Diphtheria.  It  seems  safe  to  assume  that  the  intensive  immunisation  campaign 
of  recent  years  is  now  bearing  fruit,  but  efforts  must  not  be  relaxed,  and  the  continued  co-operation  of  the 
public  is  necessary  if  the  position  is  to  be  maintained. 

The  Council’s  building  programme  has  shown  steady  progress  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  long 
it  will  be  possible  to  demolish  some  of  the  old  insanitary  property  still  in  existence  and  remove  the  occupants 
to  new  and  healthier  dwellings. 

In  conclusion,  1  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  consideration  extended  to  me  by  members  of 
the  Council,  and  my  thanks  for  the  assistance  afforded  me  by  the  staffs  of  the  Health  and  other  Departments 
of  the  Council. 


August  1950. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C.  B.  McGregor, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Borough  of  Morpeth. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres 

...  ...  ... 

.  2,213 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population 

mid- 1949 

.  10,070 

Rateable  Value 

.  .  .  ...  ... 

.  £39,877 

Sum  produced  by  penny  rate  ... 

.  .  . 

.  £233 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  ... 

. 

.  2,705 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

173 

95 

80 

Illegitimate 

9 

5 

4 

184 

100 

84 

Birth  Rate  per  1.000  of  the  Estimated  Resident  Population 

18.27 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

2 

Illegitimate 

-  ... 

"  ... 

6 

4 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  &  still)  births 

31.58 

Rate  per  1,000  total  population 

... 

0.59 

DEATHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

128 

68 

60 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

12.71 

Standard  Death  Rate  ... 

...  ...  ... 

12.96 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List): 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths 

(live  and  still)  births 

No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis 

...  ...  ... 

... 

No.  30.  Other  maternal  causes  ... 

...  ...  ••• 

... 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

.  54.35 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 

...  ...  ••• 

.  51.43 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 

... 

.  II  1.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

.  19 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

...  ...  ... 

.  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (ali  ages) 

...  ...  ... 

.  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

...  ...  ... 

.  Nil 

3. 


T  lie  Registrar  General  supplies  the  following  : — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1949 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Paratyphoid  Fevers 
Fever 


Typhoid  and 
Cerebro  Spina 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  resp.  system 
Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza 
Measles 

Acute  Polio-myel.  and  Polio-enceph. 
Acute  Infectious  Enceph. 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  CEsph.  (m) 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Diseases  ... 

Other  Disorders  of  the  Circ.  Sy 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Other  Resp.  Dis. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  2  years 
Appendicitis 
Other  Digv.  Dis. 

Nephritis 

Puer.  ana  Post.  Abort.  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  causes 
Premature  Births 
Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Dis 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accident 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


stem. 


uterus 


0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year:  — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 
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The  following  table  sets 

Cause 

Diseases  of  the  heart  ... 

CHIEF  CAUSES 

out  the  chief  causes  of 

OF  DEATH 

death  in  the  area :  — 

Number 

50  . 

L’e 

•ce idage  of  Total 

1  teatbs 

39.06 

Cancer 

...  ... 

19  . 

14.84 

Diseases  of  the  Cerebral  Vessels 

17  . 

13.28 

Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

9  . 

7.03 

Diseases  of  early  infancy  and  con.  mal.  under  1 

year 

7  . 

5.47 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

... 

... 

6  . 

4.69 

Causes  of  death 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Total 

Under  1—2  2—3  3—4  under  1—3 

3—6 

6—9  9—12 

Total 

under 

1  wk.  weeks 

weeks 

weeks  1  mth.  mths. 

mths. 

mths.  mths. 

1  year 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

2  — 

— 

—  2  — 

— 

-  - 

2 

Bronchitis 

—  — 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

1  — 

1 

Birth  Injury 

—  — 

— 

—  —  1 

— 

—  — 

1 

Congenital  abnorm. 

—  — 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

1  — 

l 

Atelectasis 

1  — 

— 

—  1,  — 

— 

-  - 

1 

Pneumonia 

-  - 

— 

—  —  I 

— 

—  1 

2 

Congenital  debility 

...  —  1 

— 

—  1.  — 

— 

—  — 

1 

Measles 

...  -  - 

— 

-  -  - 

1 

-  - 

1 

Total 

3  1 

— 

—  4  2 

1 

2  1 

10 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  Mortality  Rate  during  the  past  ten  years  :  — 

1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

under  2  years  ...  ...  ...  I  —  1  II  2  —  —  —  —  — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  I  year  ...  910  9  7  8  8  3  6  9  10 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  60.21  72.5  62.9  52.63  46.24  58.98  16.39  29.7  43.6  54.35 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  the  Laboratory  at  the  Newcastle 
General  Hospital. 

The  extent  to  which  these  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown  below  :  — 


Specimen  sent  by 

Specimen 

Pos. 

Neg. 

R.H.B.  Chest  Physician 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

— 

1 

Genera!  Practitioners  ... 

do. 

— 

19 

R.H.B.  Chest  Physician 

Sputa  for  Tubercle 

5 

32 

General  Practitioners  ... 

do. 

2 

33 

R.H.B.  Chest  Physician 

Swabs  for  Haem.  Strep. 

— 

1 

General  Practitioners  ... 

do. 

8 

10 

General  Practitioners  ... 

Swabs  for  Vincent's  Angina 

— 

1 

General  Practitioners  ... 

Blood  for  Widal 

— 

5 

General  Practitioners  ... 

Faeces  for  Enteric  organisms 

— 

2 
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A  MBULA  NCE  SER  i  ICES 

These  are  now  provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act.  19-46. 

Four  ambulances  and  five  drivers  are  stationed  in  Morpeth  and  serve  the  Borough,  Pegswood  and  the 
western  part  of  the  Morpeth  Rural  District,  and  part  of  Castle  Ward  Rural  District. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Northumberland  County  Council  is  the  authority 
solely  and  directly  responsible  for  Home  Nursing  Services. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

The  Northumberland  County  Council  is  the  Welfare  Authority  for  the  Borough,  and  sessions  are  held 
as  follows  :  — 

Infant  Welfare  Centre,  The  Willows,  every  Monday,  9-30  a.m.  —  4  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic,  every  Thursday,  whole  day  and  half-day  alternately. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic,  every  Friday  morning  at  9-30  a.m. 

Dental  Clinic,  4  p.m.  every  Monday  afternoon. 


SECTION  C 

W A  TER 

The  Corporation  possesses  its  own  water  undertaking,  and  the  supply  is  augmented  by  water  purchased 
from  the  Tynemouth  Corporation.  The  water  from  both  sources  is  chlorinated,  that  supplied  by  Tynemouth 
Corporation  being  treated  by  the  vendors  before  it  enters  the  district.  The  average  annual  rainfall  in  the 
Borough  over  a  period  of  30  years  is  25.40  inches.  During  the  year  it  was  16.03  inches.  The  water 
supply  to  the  Borough  has  been  adequate  for  all  demands  made  upon  it.  The  pressure  is  sufficient  and  the 
quality  satisfactory. 

The  average  daily  quantity  of  water  consumed  from  the  Borough  undertaking  was  approximately 
104.518  gallons  per  day. 

The  average  quantity  from  Tynemouth  Corporation  was  approximately  171,782  gallons  per  day. 

Total  average  consumpiton,  276,300  gallons  per  day. 

This  latter  quantity  was  sufficient. 

The  application  to  the  Tynemouth  Corporation  for  a  bulk  supply  of  water  to  the  Northern  area  of 
the  Borough  is  still  under  consideration. 

There  still  remain  in  the  Borough  74  houses  which  are  served  by  standpipes  or  other  outside  taps,  and 
will  require  to  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  the  supply  situation  improves.  Certain  other  properties  served  by 
outside  taps  are  of  the  “clearance'  type  and  will  be  dealt  with  accordingly. 

Apart  from  these,  all  houses  in  the  Borough  have  a  water  supply  laid  on. 

The  following  mains  were  laid  :  — 

Spelvit  Lane:  143  yards  3-mch  C.l  water  main. 

,,  ,,  :  412  yards  4-inch  C.l  water  main. 

,,  ,,  :  119  yards  6-inch  C.l  water  main. 

The  old  2-inch  lead  main  to  the  County  Mode.n  School  in  Mitford  Road  was  replaced  with  a  new 
3-inch  C.l  main,  extending  176  yards. 
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WATER  SAMPLES 


Samples  ol  water  1 

rom  'lie  town  supply 

were  taken  and  submilled  for  examination  at 

follows  : 

1  Yobal 

ile  No.  ol 

S;l \\\\ 

le 

Aerogcn 

•s  Orgimi 

Mo. 

1  >a  le 

Place  of  Collection 

100 

ml.  of  vva 

i. 

19/1/49 

Sanderson  Gardens 

N,1 

2. 

19/1/49 

Common  F arm 

N,1 

3. 

19/1/49 

Middle  Greens 

N,l 

4. 

19/1/49 

Olympia  Gardens 

Nil 

5. 

18/5/49 

Oldgate 

N,l 

6. 

18/5/49 

High  Stanners 

Nil 

7. 

18/5/49 

Pottery  Bank 

. 

Nil 

8. 

18/5/49 

Granby  Buildings 

...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  . 

Nil 

9. 

4/8/49 

Morpeth  Common  Camp  Res. 

Nil 

10. 

4/8/49 

do. 

Hut  43 

Nil 

11. 

4/8/49 

do. 

Hut  29b  . 

Nil 

12. 

4/8/49 

McGill’s  Yard 

...  ...  . . .  ...  ... 

N,l 

13. 

22/9/49 

McGill’s  Yard 

Nil 

14. 

22/9/49 

Olympia  Gardens 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

15. 

22/9/49 

Staithes  Lane 

Nil 

16. 

29/9/49 

Olympia  Gardens 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

17. 

29/9/49 

Pottery  Bank 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Nil 

18. 

29/9/49 

Granby  Buddings 

Nil 

19. 

29/9/49 

Goosehill 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Nil 

20. 

15/12/49 

Granby  Buildings 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Nil 

*21 . 

15/12/49 

St.  Mary’s  Field 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

17 

22. 

15/12/49 

Middle  Greens 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Nil 

23. 

15/12/49 

Oldgate 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

This  was  again  sampled  1  hth  January  1950  —  probable  No.  of  Coli-Aerogenes  per  100  ml. 

of  water  —  3. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


The  following  Table  indicates  the  number  and  nature  of  the  Inspections  carried  out  during  the  year: 


HOUSING 


Structural  Defects  (summary  of  Sheet  II) 

329 

76 

— 

76 

76 

_ 

Defective  Food  Store  ... 

39 

14 

_ 

14 

12 

2 

Dampness  ...  ...  . 

18 

18 

— 

18 

18 

_ 

Overcrowding  ... 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Nuisances 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Insufficient 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Unsatisfactory  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

DRAINAGE 

Insufficient 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Defective 

14 

14 

— 

14 

14 

— 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

Insufficient 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Defective 

9 

9 

_ 

9 

9 

Shops,  Food  Stores,  etc. 

196 

5 

_ 

5 

5 

_ 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Miikshops 

21 

3 

_ 

3 

3 

_ 

Slaughter-houses 

409 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

12 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

12 

3 

— 

3 

3 

_ 

Keeping  of  Animals  ... 

18 

5 

— 

5 

4 

1 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles 

37 

37 

— 

37 

37 

— 

Ashpits  improperly  used 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations 

6 

6 

— 

6 

6 

_ 

Smoke  Nuisances 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

_ 

Petrol  Stores 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Shops  Acts 

37 

4 

— 

4 

4 

— 

1 166 

201 

1 

201 

193 

7 
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The  following  Table  provides  a  summary  o 

work  affected 

After 

Al'lci  Letter 

Informal 

or  Interview 

Not  ice 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

Privies  Abolished 

— 

— 

,,  Repaired 

— 

— 

Privy  Ashpits  Abolished 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Roofed  or  Repaired 

— 

— 

Pail-Closets  Abolished  or  Repaired  ... 

L 

— 

Water  Close's  Provided 

7 

— 

Water  Closets  Repaired 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Bins  Provided 

10 

— 

Sanitary  Bins  Renewed 

37 

— 

DRAINAGE 

New  Drains  Constructed 

44 

— 

Drains  Repaired  or  Reconstructed 

13 

— 

Additional  Gullies  Provided  ... 

28 

— 

Old  Gullies  Replaced 

4 

— 

Scullery  Sinks  Provided 

!"  i 

— 

Scullery  Waste  Pipes  Repaired 

2 

— 

Scullery  Waste  Pipes  Trapped 

2 

— 

Yards  Repaired  or  Reconstructed 

io 

— 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Sources  Closed  or  Discontinued  ...  Ni 

1  No.  of 

Houses  Affected 

New  Service  Provided 

No.  of  Houses  Affected 

Total 


2 

7 

10 

37 


44 

13 

28 

2 

1 

2 
2 
10 


Nil 

50 


NOTICES  SERVED  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  ACTS,  1936 


The  Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year  was  197,  and  work  done  was  as  follows 


Ball  Valves  Repaired 
Chimney  Slacks  Repaired  ... 

Floors  Repaired 

Eavesgutters  and  Fallpipes  Repaired  or 
Renewed 

Fractured  Walls  Repaired  and  Stabilised  ... 
Manhole  Covers  Renewed  ... 

Ranges  Repaired 
Walls  Re-pointed  ... 

Walls  and  Surfaces  Cleansed 
Wash-up  Sinks  Repaired 
,,  ,,  Provided 

Water  Pipes  Repaired 
Hot  Water  Installations  Provided  ... 
Ventilation  Provided 
Dangerous  Buildings  Removed 
Bedroom  Fireplaces  Repaired 


4  Ceilings  Repaired 

5  ,,  Provided 

12  Dampness  Remedied 

Doors  Repaired 
9  Floor  Repaired 

2  Handrails  Repaired 

1  Pavings  Repaired 

6  Soil  Pipes  Repaired 

9  Walls  Re-Plastered 

4  Windows  Repaired 

2  Washing  Coppers  Repaired 
Roofs  Repaired 

2  New  Fireplaces  Provided 
Window  Cords  Renewed 

3  W.C.  Seats  Repaired  ... 

1  W.C.  Pedestals  Cleansed 

2  Weatherboards  and  Threshes  Provided 


6 

1 

10 

10 

12 

I 

3 

1 

13 

9 

4 
13 

1 

2 
3 
2 
2 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Three  observations  were  made  in  connection  with  a  Factory  Chimney  which  failed  to  consume  its  own 
smoke  and  gave  off  such  quantities  as  to  give  rise  to  a  nuisance. 

Appropriate  informal  action  resulted  in  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance. 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

(1)  Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year  was  eight. 

(2)  Number  of  Private  Houses  found  to  be  infested  during  hte  year  was  nil. 


ERADICATION  OF  OTHER  INSECT  PESTS 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 


Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  with  cockroaches  was  fourteen. 

Number  of  Private  Houses  found  to  be  infested  with  cockroaches  was  nil. 

The  method  employed  for  disinfestation  of  houses  for  above  is  by  means  of  Pyagra  Insecticide, 
and  the  issue  of  suitable  powders. 

Number  of  wasp  swarms  dealt  with  was  four. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT ,  1919:  INFESTATION  ORDER ,  1943 

Emphasis  continues  to  be  laid  upon  the  necessity  for  extermination  of  rodents,  and  due  attention  has 
been  focussed  on  this  matter  throughout  the  year.  The  practical  work  of  destruction  was  carried  out  by  a 
Council  employee  employed  full-time. 

1  he  sewerage  system  was  given  treatment  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  river  banks,  refuse  tips  and  sewerage  works,  business  and  residential 
premises  were  also  attended  to.  The  following  gives  some  statistics  in  relation  to  this  work  :  — 


Number  of  Sewer  Manholes  prebaited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  618 

,,  ,,  Prebaits  Laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  326 

,,  ,,  Prebaits  Taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

,,  ,,  Manholes  Poison-baited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

,,  ,,  Poison  Bait  Takes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

,,  ,,  Business  and  Residential  Properties  baited  and  trapped  ...  105 


Refuse  tips  and  other  surface  infestations  were  treated  by  means  of  gassing,  employing  Cymag 
Powder  applied  by  a  hand-operated  pump.  The  results  of  this  treatment  were  highly  satisfactory.  Poison 
baits  were  also  used. 


Number  of  burrow-holes  gassed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Number  of  bodies  recovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Poison  Baits  Laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  408 

Other  infestations  of  rodents  involving  agricultural  lands  which  he  outside  the  operative  powers  of  the 
Council  are  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Infestation  Branch),  which  takes  the  neces¬ 
sary  steps  to  destroy  them. 


DISPATCH  OF  DOMESTIC  ANIMALS 

This  is  carried  out  by  means  of  the  R.S.P.C.A.  humane  gas  chamber,  operated  by  an  employee  of 
the  Council  under  the  supervision  of  the  additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(!)  Number  of  dogs  dealt  with  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  cats  dealt  with  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  12-inch  and  9-inch  syphons  under  the  River  Wansbeck  near  Bennett’s  Walk  and  Dogger  Bank 
were  overhauled  and  cleaned  periodically. 

At  the  Sewerage  works  further  improvements  were  made  to  the  Sludge  Lagoons  by  levelling  and  the 
laying  of  ashes.  More  ground  was  used  for  downward  filtration  in  order  to  relieve  the  percolating  filters  and 
humus  tanks. 

Both  the  Gas  Engines  at  the  Pumping  Station  were  overhauled  and  cleaned. 

There  were  periodical  inspections  for  Rat  Infestations,  and  destruction  was  carried  out  where  found 

necessary. 

The  following  Sewers  were  laid  in  Hollon  Street:  142  yards  six  -  inch  diameter  sewer.  138  yards 
four  -  inch  diameter  surface  water  sewer. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


Number  of  inspections 

Certain  sections  of  the  River  Wansbeck  were  periodically  scavenged. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

1  here  were  131  Water  Closets  added  to  the  system  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Public  Cleansing  is  operated  by  direct  labour.  Refuse  .collection  is  carried  out  daily  and  is  deposited 
on  a  new  disposal  ground  at  Deuchar  Park,  situated  within  the  Brough.  The  old  tip  at  Shadfen  was  discon¬ 
tinued  early  in  the  year. 

The  vehicles  used  for  refuse  collection  are  :  — 


1.  Ford  Tipper. 

2.  Bantam  Karrier. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION 


3.  Ford  Lorry. 

4.  Horse  and  Cart  (Part-time). 


No  action. 


CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  no  sites  within  the  Borough. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

Th  ere  is  none  within  the  district. 

SCHOOLS 

There  are  five  schools,  including  the  New  Senior  Modern  School  at  Mitford  Road  for  elementary 
school  children,  and  two  schools  for  secondary  education,  all  having  water  supply  from  the  Corporation  mains 
and  modern  sanitary  conveniences.  The  New  Senior  School  has  H.  &  C.  showers. 

FACTORIES  ACT 

There  are  in  the  district  38  factories  without  mechanical  power  and  33  with  mechanical  power, 
i  he  following  table  gives  details  of  the  inspections  made  and  the  defects  found  during  1949: — 

Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health,  including 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Premises 

(1) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

M/c 

line 

(7) 

No. 

Inspections  |  Written  |  Occupiers 

Notices  !  prosecuted 
(4)  i  (5)  (6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  he  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  ...  . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  bv  the  Local  Authority  f 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  ... 

TOTAL  ... 

1 

38 

59 

1 

2 

' 

33  |  19 

2 

3 

■ 

3  0 

3 

74 

87 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 
(1)  ■ 

M/e 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number  of 

Found 

(3) 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Remedied  !  Referred 

ToH.M.  By  H.M. 

1  Inspector!  Inspector 

(4)  |  (5)  :  (6) 

N  umber 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

(7) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(8) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

3 

3 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  . 

G 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

7 

1 

1 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

8 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

0 

3 

2 

2 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

11 

11 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  includ- 

ing  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

12 

12 

TOTAL  ... 

60 

7 

6 

2 

60 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


The  following  is  a  Tabular  Statement  for  the  year  1949.  Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  ihe 
year :  — 


With  State 
Assistance. 

Unaided. 

Total. 

By  Local  Authority  (Permanent) 

90 

— 

90 

(Temporary) 

147 

— 

147 

By  other  bodies  or  persons 

— 

3 

3 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  386 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dange-cus  or  injunous  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ...  •••  •••  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 


2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
Local  Authority  or  its  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


106 


3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  &  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  ‘‘Notices’’  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(I)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


12. 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 


notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  II  &  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  I 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  PERMANENTLY  DISCONTINUED  AS  DWELLINGS 

AND  NOT  INCLUDED  ABOVE .  Nil 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 

There  are  four  cow-keepers  in  the  Borough.  Two  of  these  are  on  the  list  of  Licences  for*  production 
of  Tuberculin-tested  Milk  issued  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1936  to  1946. 

There  are  seven  milk  purveyors  in  the  Borough. 

Three  of  the  purveyors  supply  Tuberculin-tested  Certified  Milk,  while  another  supplies'  Pasteurised 

Milk. 

The  cowsheds  have  been. regularly  visited  and  the  dairy  premises  inspected.  Notices  for  lime  washing 
and  general  cleansing  were  sent  out  and  were  complied  with. 

SAMPLING  OF  MILK  FOR  CLEANLINESS 

Twelve  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  testing.  Of  these,  seven 
samples  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  The  Health  Departments  of  the  areas  wherein  this  milk 
was  produced  were  duly  notified  for  investigation  to  be  made. 

Ten  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  B.  Tuberculosis  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 

Cow-keepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  21 

Dairies  and  Milk  Purveyors  ...  ...  7  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  during  the  year  to  the  work  of  Meat  Inspection  at 
the  Government-controlled  Slaughter-house,  Staithes  Lane.  Therein  is  carried  out  all  the  slaughtering  of  food 
animals  for  the  Borough  of  Morpeth,  the  Morpeth  Rural  District  and  part  of  Castle  Ward  Rural  District. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  these  times  of  shortages  that  as  much  meat  as  possible  should  be 
available  to  the  public,  but  it  is  more  important  still  that  such  meat  should  be  entirely  free  from  disease  or 
other  unsound  conditions  before  being  released  for  human  consumption. 

All  animals  slaughtered  are  inspected,  and  no  carcase  or  organs  allowed  to  leave  the  premises  without 
examination.  This  work  inevitably  entails  the  working  of  long  hours,  often  including  week-ends  and  Bank 
Holidays.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  number  of  “casualty''  animals  sent  in  from  farms  and  stock-breeders 
in  an  attempt  to  “save  their  lives’”. 
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1  he  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  during  the 

year  1949  are  set  out 

below :  — 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 

was  313. 

Month 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Total 

January 

79 

356 

2 

6 

443 

February 

47 

299 

6 

7 

359 

March  ... 

52 

270 

9 

1  i 

342 

April 

74 

223 

12 

12 

321 

May  . 

45 

43 

4 

12 

104 

June  . ’  ... 

38 

77 

6 

3 

124 

July  . 

143 

138 

5 

5 

291 

August 

143 

281 

9 

7 

440 

September 

141 

499 

10 

10 

660 

October 

78 

355 

2 

5 

440 

November 

145 

851 

5 

14 

1015 

December 

61 

347 

13 

4 

425 

Totals 

1046 

3739 

83 

96 

4964 

CONDEMNATIONS 

Cattle, 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  slaughtered 

906 

140 

96 

3739 

83 

Number  inspected 

906 

140 

96 

3739 

83 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis,  whole  carcases 

15 

12 

1 1 

92 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  No.  inspected  affected  with  disease 

650 

85 

5 

249 

22 

other  than  Tuberculosis 

72.296% 

69.286% 

16.6% 

9.12% 

3.12% 

T uberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

10 

14 

3 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

P  ercentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with 

79 

20 

— 

5 

— 

Tuberculosis 

9.82% 

24.29% 

3.1% 

0.13% 

Whole 

Part 

Weight 

Carcases 

Carcases 

in 

Condemned 

Condemned 

Stones 

(Incl 

.  Offal) 

Cattle  ... 

51 

19 

1755 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

92 

24 

387 

Pigs 

3 

5 

40i/2 

Calves  ... 

12 

— 

88 

Totals 

158 

48 

2270% 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  following  were  also  condemned  :  — 

Hearts,  Head  and  Tongues,  Livers,  Lungs,  Melts,  Mesenteries,  Tongues,  Tripes,  Udders,  Plucks  —  Total 

weight  of  4  tons,  19  cwts.,  2  qrs.,  li  st.,  7  lbs. 

Imported  beef  condemned  weighed  52*4  stones. 

The  total  weight  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  the  year  was  19  tons,  9  cwts.,  3  qrs., 
0  sts.,  3  lbs.,  8  ozs. 

This  was  handed  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  appropriate  disposal. 


The  following  foods  were  also  condemned  :  — 


Fish 

1  19  lbs. 

Butter 

1  1  lbs. 

Fruit 

.  56  lbs. 

Lggs . 

1%  lbs. 

Canned  Goods 

618  tins 

Corned  Beef  ... 

84  lbs. 

Bacon 

.  30 %  lbs. 

Other  Foods  ... 

377  lbs. 

Number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  above 

123 

The  total 

weight  of  food  condemned  during  the 

year  amounted  to  20  tons,  7  cwts.,  3 

qrs.,  1  st.. 

2  lbs.,  12%  ozs. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


BAKEHOUSES: 

Visits  to  Bakehouses 
Bakehouses  Cleansed 
,,  Repaired 
Visits  to  Cafes 
Grocers  Shops  Inspected 
Fruiterers  Shops  Inspected 
Visits  to  Markets  ... 


20 

Visits  to  Ice-cream  Factories 

9 

V 

,,  ,,  ,,  Retailers 

5 

1 

,,  ,,  Frozen  Food  Premises  ... 

1 1 

18 

,,  ,,  Licensed  Premises 

13 

II 

,,  ,,  Butchers’  Shops 

II 

13 

,,  ,,  Fish  and  Chip  Premises 

10 

50 

,,  ,,  Wet  Fish  Shops 

... 

18 

SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  was  provided  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Ash- 
ington,  and  at  Walkergale  Hospital,  Newcastle. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted 

Total 

Disease 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

4 

2 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

8 

3 

— 

Pneumonia 

5 

Unknown 

4 

Erysipelas 

10 

— 

— 

Measles 

38 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

— 

— 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Disease 

TH 

5  § 

■s- 

D 

CM 

th 

CO 

1 

CM 

N3< 

I 

CO 

CO 

i 

N3< 

O 

tH 

l 

CO 

10  - 15 

15  -  20 

20  -  35 

CO 

** 

i 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

1 

CO 

Over  65 
Years 

TOTAL 

Diphtheria  .  ... 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Pneumonia  . 

■ - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

1 

5 

Erysipelas  .  ... 

1 

Age  Unknown 

5 

1 

2 

1 

10 

Measles  . 

3 

9  f 

8 

5 

6 

4 

2 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

38 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

‘2  I 

— 

1 

-  1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE 


This  term  includes  deaths  from  the  seven  diseases  named 
instance  did  a  death  occur  :  — 


in  the  following  table,  but  in  only  one 


Disease 
Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid) 
Diphth  eria 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Enteritis  (Diarrhoea  under  2  years) 


Number  of 
Deaths 
0 
0 
0 
0 
I 

0 

0 


Rate  per  1,000 
Population 


0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.099 

0.0 

0.0 
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DIPHTHERIA 

I  lie  incidence  of  D.ph'heria  again  declined,  only  fout  cases  being  nolilied  compared  with  six  in  1948. 
All  four  cases  occurred  in  an  institution  within  the  Borough,  two  being  inmates  and  two  members  of  the- 
staff. 

No',  a  single  case  occurred  in  the  general  population  of  the  town. 

No  deaths  were  attributed  to  Diphtheria. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Scarlet  Fever  continued  to  have  a  low  incidence  and  only  eight  cases  were  notified.  Three  patients 
were  removed  to  hospital  and  no  deaths  occurred  from  the  disease. 

MEASLES 

bellowing  the  epidemic  of  1948  there  were  only  38  cases  of  Measles  notified  in  1949.  There  was 
one  death. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

Only  three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  No  deaths  occurred. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

No  visits  were  paid  to  the  schools  in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  but  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre 
and  from  private  doctors  119  pre-school  children  received  the  full  primary  course  of  treatment,  and  ten 
children  received  a  secondary  or  re-inforcing  injection. 

It  is  estimated  that  at  31/12/49  the  immunisation  state  of  the  child  population  was  as  follows:  — 


Pre-school  children  immunised 

School  children  immunised 

dotal  children  under  15  years  immunised 


478 

1239 

1717 


59.3% 

95.3% 

81.5% 


CANCER  MORTALITY 
Males 


Females 


Oesophagus 
Mediastinum 
Pharynx 
Stomach 
Liver 
Larynx 
Uterus 
Colon 
Prostate 
Rectum 
Thyroid 


I  -5  years 
5-15  years 
1  5-25  years 
25-35  years 
35-45  years 
45-55  years 
55-65  years 
Over  65  years 


45-  55-  65-  Total 

.  —  1  1  2 

!  —  —  i  h 

1—12 
.  —  —  1  1 

:  —  —  i  i 

.  —  —  2  2 

.  _12  3 

45-  55-  65-  Total 

—  —II 

—  —11 
—  —11 
—  —11 

11—2 

1  —  —  1 

1  2  9  12 

2  14  7 

TUBERCULOSIS 
AND  MORTALITY 

DURING  1949 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

!  i  i—i 

—  i  — 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

3  12  3 

-  -  -  1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  0.099 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  —  1.949 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case-rates  for  Certain 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1949.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales 

12(5  County 
Borough  and 
Great  Towns 
(including 
London) 

148  Smaller  'Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25.000—50,000 
at  15)31  Census) 

London 

Administrative 

County 

Births 

Live  births 

16.7(a) 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 
18.7  18.0 

18.5 

Still  births 

0.39(a) 

0.47 

0.40 

0.37 

Deaths 

All  causes 

11.7(a) 

12.5 

11.6 

12.2 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  cough 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.45 

0.52 

0.42 

0.52 

Influenza 

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.1 1 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  &  polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.51 

0.56 

0.49 

0.59 

Notifications  (Conected) 

Typhoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

1.63 

1.72 

1.83 

1.46 

Whooping  cough 

2.39 

2.44 

2.39 

1.70 

Diphtheria 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.07 

Erysipelas 

0.19 

0.20 

0.19 

0.17 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

8.95 

8.91 

9.18 

8.54 

Pneumonia 

0.80 

0.91. 

0.65 

0.55 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0.13 

0.13 

0.12 

0.18 

Acute  polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

Food  poisoning 

0.14 

0.16 

0.14 

0.19 

Deaths 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 

32(h) 

Rates  per  1 

37 

00  Live  Births 

30 

29 

Enteritis  &  diarrhoea  under  2  yrs  of  age 

3.0 

3.8 

2.4 

1.7 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia  ... 

Ra 

6.31 

tes  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still) 
8.14  5.30 

Births 

6.82 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


International  List  No. 
and  cause 

140.  Abortion  with  sepsis 

14!.  Abortion  without  sepsis 

147.  Puerperal  infections 

142-146,  148-150.  Other  maternal  causes  ... 

(a)  Kates  per  1,000  total  population. 


Rates  per  1,00  Total  Rates  per  million  women 
(Live  and  Still)  Births  aged  15 — 44 


O.lh 
0.05 
0. 1 1 
0.71 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 


8 

4 


17. 


J.  &  J.  S.  MACKAY.  MORPETH. 


